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1. Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Independent claim 19, lines 4-5 recites "second information specifying rules for 
converting discrete context information to simplified contest information", "contest 
information" in the context of the claim is vague and indefinite. It appears that this is a 
misspelling and should read "context information". 

Dependent claim 20, lines 1-2 recites "shape information order comprising the 
context generator of claim 19", "a shape information order" in the context of the claim is 
vague and indefinite. It appears that this is a misspelling and should read "a shape 
information coder". 

Claims 20-21 depend from an indefinite claim. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hirabayashi (U.S. Patent No. 6,014,463). 

In regard to claim 19, Hirabayashi describes a reference pixel position and 
context simplification memory (see figure 1A, elements 1 and 4, and refer for example 
to column 2, lines 34-51) storing first information specifying positions of reference pixels 
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(see for example figure 1 A, element 1 and refer for example to column 2, line 66 
through column 3, line 4, the line buffer stores the actual pixel values as well as the 
corresponding positions), and second information specifying rules for converting 
discrete context information to simplified context information (refer for example to 
column 3, lines 16-29 and column 3, line 61 through column 4, line 28, the latter cited 
portion goes describes in detail the specifying rules for converting the context 
information to simplified context information); a reference pixel generator coupled to 
said reference pixel position and context simplification memory, generating said discrete 
context information by obtaining values of the reference pixels in the positions specified 
by said first information (see figure 1 A, element 3, and refer for example to column 3, 
lines 5-15); and context converter coupled to said reference pixel generator, converting 
said discrete context information to said simplified context information according to said 
second information, said simplified context information having fewer states than said 
discrete context information (see figure 1A, element 5, and refer for example to column 
4, lines 34-43). The examiner considers Hirabayashi's prediction results store in line 
buffer (element 3 of figure 1A) to be applicants discrete context information, and the 
prediction value outputted from predictor (element 5 of figure 1A) in accordance with the 
index to be applicant's simplified context information. 

As to claim 20, Hirabayashi describes a shape information coder comprising the 
context generator of claim 19 (see figure 1A, ENCODE DEVICE). 

In regard to claim 21, Hirabayashi describes a shape information decoder 
comprising the context generator of claim 19 (see figure 1 B, DECODE DEVICE). 
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4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kato et al., Kang, Eifrig et al. and Cho et al. all disclose systems similar to 
applicant's claimed invention. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jose L. Couso whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4774. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30 to 
3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Boudreau, can be reached on (703) 305-4706. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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